THIS miscellany was written seventy years ago by Dr. James Hurd Keeling (1831-1909) M.D. (Edin.), M.R.C.S., L.S.A., F.R.C.S. (Eng.). It was never published but was circulated to a few friends. Copies are very scarce and it seems proper that it should be published as it throws a sidelight on the effect of the discovery of the tubercle bacillus and tuberculin both on the medical and bacterial world.
Sir Ernest Finch was found to be of the greatest service in the recognition of tuberculosis in man and animals; its discovery was undoubtedly a great contribution to the progress of diagnostic medicine. The opinion as to the specificity of tuberculin differed to such an extent in various medical centres and were so contradictory and confusing that the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Sheffield in I890 decided to send two of its senior members as a deputation to Koch's clinic in Berlin to make their own investigations on behalf of the society. When they returned they made a full report to the society stating what they had seen, the details of the preparation and treatment by tuberculin, the cost and the results in the cases which they had examined; they were not impressed with the latter. The tuberculin had to be given therapeutically by hypodermic injection. There is controversy as to who introduced the hypodermic syringe; in the song it is stigmatized as a squirt.
The most convincing claim is that of the Edinburgh School that Alexander Wood secundus (i8I7-84) introduced it into Great Britain in I853. The Dublin School claim that it was introduced into Europe by Francis Rynd (i8oi-6i) in I845 when he was a surgeon on the staff of the Meath Hospital in Dublin; whereas the French claim that Charles Gabriel Pravaz of the Veterinary College in Lyons was responsible for its general use. It was not used in America till 1856 at the earliest. The evidence in support of these various claimants was carefully recorded by Dr. G. A. Mogey of the Department of Pharmacology, University of Leeds in 1953 (Brit. med. 3. 1953 i8o).
The museum at Trinity College, Dublin contains the original syringe used by Rynd, and the museum at the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh that of Alexander Wood. They differ in structure but not in function.
The following is an abstract from the prologue to the song: On i6 December 1890 a special meeting of the Committee of the Sheffield Medico-Chirurgical Society was held at the house of the President, to partake of an oyster supper.
Soon after the meeting had commenced the proceedings were interrupted by an attendant who gave the President a visiting card bearing the name of 'Mr.Jejeunum Bacillus' and also a letter marked 'urgent'. None ofthe company would admit any personal acquaintance with Mr. Bacillus as his reputation at that time was particularly evil. The President put it to the meeting whether the letter should be read. After some discussion it was decided that the President should read the letter to the assembled company. It was written from the address Glossop Road Flags, Sheffield, I6 December I890. It contained lurid details of how Mr. Bacillus a few nights previously had been thrown out of a hospital in Berlin on to the pavement of the street. He had previously been living in the hospital for a long time and so far as he knew he had been at peace with all men.
After a momentary concussion, due to his impact with the pavement, he was roused by hearing English spoken with a Scot's accent by a big burly man talking to his companion, obviously an Englishman. They had dined well and were deciding to return to England the next day. Mr. Baccillus decided to accompany them. It continued: 6o There's someone, not us, who's sure to be hurt, If you poison our food, then of course we must go Somewhat shaken but still feeling fairly so-so.
As far as is known, it may very wel be That we'll soon re-appear, quite ftankly and free, So tell Pasteur and Koch or whoever they be That the've not seen the last of my comrades and me.
The company were ofthe opinion that the words of the song were sufficiently topical to justify an invitation tojejeunum Bacillus, Esq. to join them at supper and so renew his acquaintance or even fnendship with oysters. So far as can be ascertained the words of the -song were never set to music.
